
Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC) 
Meeting Minutes  

May 6, 2014 !
Please visit our website at www.knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca
 Please contact the KCSC at knoxdalecouncil@gmail.com !
Chair: Bruce Linton 
Vice-Chair: Janet Cameron 
Secretary: Karyn Curtis 
Treasurer:Peter Goold 
Attendees: Martina Sherwood, Janet Cameron, Karyn Curtis, Peter Goold, Saniya Sullivan, Linda 
Arena-Glenn, Albert Cheung, Heather Gordon, Torie DelGrosso, Stephanie Denison, Geoff Pearce, 
Jean-Paul Larochette, Tom MacLean, Melanie Haskins, Beth Williamson, Megan Sproule-Jones, 
Suzanne Vanden Heuvel, Darclee Ziegler, Angela Wordley, Andrea Williams !
Call to Order – Janet Cameron 
Janet called the meeting to order, in Bruce’s absence. !
Approval of February Minutes – Janet Cameron  
The April minutes were passed. Motion to approve: Torie DelGrosso, seconded: Heather Gordon !
Principal’s Report – Martina Sherwood 
Martina presented the following Principal’s Report: !
Planning for next year is well underway.  We are busy working on school organization for next year.  
This includes staffing, timetables, developing class lists.  Our enrolment is projected to be 581 
students.  This is about the same as our current enrolment.  We have been allocated an extra class 
as a result of high kindergarten enrolment.  This has resulted in some positions that need to be 
filled.  This week we are in the process of hiring for these positions.  As in all years, we also 
anticipate movement within our staff – we have already seen this start.  To begin, Principal and 
Vice-Principal appointments and transfers were confirmed on April 22.  This has meant some 
change for Knoxdale.  Andrea Williams is moving into the Principal role at Knoxdale and Caretta 
Williams DeAveiro will be the Vice-Principal at Knoxdale.  Mme. Williams is a wonderful fit for 
Knoxdale and our lovely children will continue to be well-served with her in the Principal role.  Mme. 
Williams DeAveiro brings a wealth of experience to the VP role and is excited to join the Knoxdale 
team.  After six years as Principal at Knoxdale I will be moving to a new school in the east as 
Principal of Avalon Public School.  My time at Knoxdale has been wonderful and my focus 
continues to be on the final months of school and continuing to plan for a fantastic 2014-2015 
school year for our lovely Eagles!!  In other staffing news, ECE Katie Engel has accepted a position 
at Roland Michener Elementary School and M. Ioannidis has accepted a position at Avalon Public 
School.   !
Financial report – a review of expenditures from our School Council Funding this year (transaction 
statement shared with Treasurer).  Highlights include:  Scientists in the School presentations to 
every class, funding for transportation to special events, specialized arts presentations and 
equipment, materials to support learning – sensory materials, technology, light table for 
Kindergarten, personal dictionaries, speakers, support of many clubs and initiatives – Math Clubs 
and Contests, Craft Club, Rainbow Loom Club, Environment Club, Dance Club, Butterfly Garden… !
Feedback is requested for our Student Handbook that is included in our School Agenda.  Copies 
are available to review this evening or if you prefer to review the information in your own child’s 
agenda and email me any suggestions that would be great as well – martina.sherwood@ocdsb.ca  
Input will be welcomed until next Friday, May 23rd. !
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Combined grades are a reality in our schools and we have worked as a team to develop some 
communication about combined grades and dispel many myths.  Approximately 1/3 of all classes in 
the OCDSB are combined grades classes.  Our April newsletter contained a large section about 
combined grades – referencing two documents – the OCDSB Combined Grades communication 
and the Ministry Document:  An Introduction to Combined Grades Classes.  It is our hope that this 
messaging will reduce the anxiety that some families feel when their child is welcomed into a 
combined grade classroom and build awareness of what it really is all about.  !
This is Education Week!  Thursday Evening is our Community of Caring Arts Night.  Kindergarten 
Information Night set for Thursday, May 15 from 6:30pm to 7:30pm, EQAO will be administered 
May 26 to May 28.  Friday morning we will be welcoming our amazing volunteers for a thank you 
breakfast.  We could not do all that we do without volunteers!! !
Vice-Principal’s Report – Andrea Williams 
Andrea indicated that she is looking forward to a seamless transition to Principal☺  !
We had Garfield Gini-Newman, the guru of critical thinking, to work with Knoxdale staff on April 2. 
Applying the critical thinking process, one would start with a project, then go back and modify it 
based on what has been learned, as opposed to taking in material and finishing with a project. 
Continuous learning is also featured, so that a concept is introduced early, in Grade 2 for example, 
and continuously expanded on as the student progresses. In this manner, the same concept may 
continue to be explored in Grades 3, 4, etc., in more depth and with more complexity. As well, we 
are developing a writing continuum. This is not grade-specific, but rather gives levels so that 
students can monitor their own progress. !
Grades 4-6 will do the Tell Them From Me survey May 13-16. The parents’ survey will be online 
May 13-28.  !
On May 12 we will have a character assembly around bullying prevention. We will also have a 
school-wide challenge, asking what the most important character trait is. This will draw on students’ 
critical thinking skills, as they apply criteria to find an answer. Information on the challenge will be 
posted in the school. !
Tutoring for Grades 1, 2, 3 and 6 to provide support students in literacy and numeracy is ongoing. !
EQAO testing will take place May 26-June 5. This should be considered an opportunity to “show 
what you know” and a celebration of learning. !
Under Anne-Marie Tugwell’s guidance, Music Monday was a success, with Knoxdale students (and 
teachers!) all singing the ISS song together.  !
Teacher’s Report – Linda Arena-Glenn 
We will have a Community of Caring Arts Night on Thursday, May 8, with the Environment, Dance, 
Glee and Free the Children Clubs working to put on a visual arts demonstration in the Knoxdale 
gym, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. There will also be a bottle drive and show in the Greenbank gym from 
7:00-8:30 p.m. All proceeds from the gala will go to providing a community in Haiti with a clean 
water source.  !
On May 2, the Boys and Girls Basketball team took part in a tournament and had loads of fun, with 
the girls tying for first and the boys placing fourth. Well done, all! !
Intramurals (Grades 4-6) are ongoing. There will be a Track and Field Day on May 30 (rain date 
June 2) for Grades 4-6, with the top 2 finishers in each event proceeding to the Board event on 
June 12.  !
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Take a hike! The environment Club goes for a nature walk and picnic each week in the woods by 
the playground, with Grades 1 and 2 participating on Wednesdays and Grades 4-6 on Fridays. !
Parents Reaching Out (PRO) Grant – Stephanie Denison 
Stephanie has arranged for Professor Tina Daniels, Chair of the Anti-Bullying Coalition, to give a 
presentation on strategies for parents regarding bullying prevention. Professor Daniels will give a 
90-minute talk, which will be followed by Questions and Answers. Stephanie will apply for a PRO 
grant to cover the costs of the presentation, which will take place in September or October (to be 
confirmed). Motion to approve the application: Tom McLean; seconded: Angela Wordley. Council 
agreed to pay for the presentation ($500) regardless of whether we obtain the PRO grant. Motion 
to approve: Melanie Haskins; seconded: Angela Wordley. !

!
The play structure in the front yard will need to be replaced in approximately three years. The 
Board will contribute funds (up to $25,000), as will the City (up to $7,000). Both contributions are 
dependent on a number of variables, including overall cost. It was agreed that Council will set aside 

Treasurer’s Report – Peter Goold  

April 2014

Prepared May 6 2014

Opening Balance - April 1, 2014 $37,527.90

Deposits

Movie Night $1,769.10

qsp $84.88

mummy yummy $384.00

lunch lady $620.90

pizza $62.00

Total Deposits $2,920.88

Expenses

Subway $2,099.00

Movie Expenses $810.20

Movie Float $500.00

Clean Up Day $100.00

Pizza $1,845.00

Free the Children $213.05

Book Fair Pizza $76.41

Cody Party Rentals $346.60

Bereavement Donation $200.00

Total Expenses $6,190.26

Closing Balance April 31 2014 $34,258.52

1. Bank fees and interest are reported with a 1 month delay.
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money for the next two years to offset this cost. It was also agreed that the Kindergarten teams 
should be consulted, as they are the ones who will be using the play structure. 
  
OCASC Report – Jean-Paul Larochette 
Jean-Paul presented the following report:  !
This is a quick minute of April meetings. Full meeting minute is available at:   http://ocasc.ca/
minutes/ 
1 - As usual meetings have started with question or information from different schools  
(chalk it up...). 
This part was rather short due to the presence of the OCDSB’s  IT team leaders  
2 – OCASC topics:  
May meeting will be the time to elect the new executive team members as many people will not 
carry their position. !
Presentation by the IT team on BYOD (Bring Your Own Device)    
The OCDSB has about 95 people. 
Technology is evolving very fast and how to use best for the education is a serious issue and a lot 
of people feel overwhelmed. 
The OCDSB is working on a TECH Plan 12 ---- 17 in line with the big 5 instructional strategies. 
Presentation was mostly on BYOD: Bring Your Own Device and a draft document was shared 
and should be issued soon. 
Security was the main issue from the parents and it is also for the Board who hired a top specialist 
to deal with the topic. 
K to 12 focus is on Digital Citizen Education 
Teachers must use GAPE and not normal Google for security question 
I propose to bring the IT team for a presentation to the Council or for a special meeting with 
extended invitation to parents.   Contact : Andrew.parent@ocdsb.ca 
  
Survey – Geoff Pearce 
Geoff presented his draft survey questions. After some discussion, it was agreed that he would 
modify the questions to better determine parents’ interests and involvement.  !
Picnic – Jean-Paul Larochette 
Planning for the Family Fun Picnic, which will be held on Friday, June 13, 2014, is going well.  
Jean-Paul and other volunteers will be cooking hamburgers and hot dogs, in addition to the other 
offerings. These can be pre-ordered as well as purchased onsite. We will extend invitations to the 
Junior Kindergarten and MFI families to help welcome them to Knoxdale. Council agreed to provide 
$1,300 to the Picnic Organizing Committee. Motion to approve: Karyn Curtis; seconded: Angela 
Wordley. If you have ideas or suggestions you would like to share, or would like to help out, please 
contact Council.  !
Volunteer Positions – Janet Cameron 
There are quite a few volunteer positions open, including that of Volunteer Coordinator, which 
needs to be filled by June as much of the coordinating is done the first week of school. Positions to 
be filled include: !
Volunteer Coordinator 
Vice Chair 
Pizza Lunch 
Subway Lunch 
Movie Nights 
Hot Chocolate Day 
QSP Magazine Sales 
Mabel’s Labels 
Gr.6 Wall Hand Painting Project 
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!
Many of the activities involved in volunteering can be done from home, for example, taking orders 
for Pizza Lunch. As well, volunteers are welcome to pair up and share the workload of any given 
initiative. Being one of several co-organizers makes for a manageable workload, not to mention a 
lot of fun! If you are interested in helping out, in any fashion, please email Council and let us know. !!
Open Forum 
The name tags are not yet in. Karyn will follow up with Bruce to determine an ETA. The Council 
website is not up-to-date. The Council Chair needs to provide updated information to the Principal, 
who will then post it on the website. Some members expressed frustration at the Chair’s absences, 
inaccessibility and lack of time to deal with Council matters. Peter Goold will discuss this with the 
Chair. There was interest in having a Knoxnotes for the end of May or early June. 
  
Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, June 3, 2014, @ 7:00 p.m. in the Knoxdale Library. !
All are welcome! !!!!!!!!!!
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